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yery provoking to be imitated by those who have no
right to imitate. But whatever may be the follies of
the Ritualists, they are sincere. They may be fairly
the subjects of ridicule for Protestants, but from
Roman Catholics they have a right to every sympathy.
In England they have rehabilitated the idea of
Catholicism, and in some measure wiped away the
reproach connected with the very name. Between
the Catholic who yields implicit obedience to the
Roman see in matters of faith, and the Catholic who
uses his private judgment in interpreting the Fathers,
there must ever be a wide distinction. But both will
be ultimately found together in one of the two great
classes into which the world is rapidly being divided
in its estimate of Christianity. The Roman Catholic
and the Anglo-Catholic both rely on authority. They
both profess to possess what all men naturally wish
to have. But notwithstanding the assurance with
which they boast of their Catholicism, they are not
agreed as to where this authority is to be found.

"We use the word ' Catholic 7 not only convention-
ally, but as yet indefinitely. We mean by it the
general idea of a Church claiming authority to speak
with certainty. The name was appropriated by many
of the ancient sects. The Arians and the Donatists
equally with the Orthodox claimed to bo Catholic.
In our own time neither the name Catholic nor the
claim involved in the name is limited to the Church
of Rome. We say nothing at present of the sense
recognised in the Prayer-Book, in which all who pro-
fess and call themselves Christians are admitted to be
members of the universal or Catholic Church. Wo